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Speaker and Session Descriptions
Wednesday, November 7, 2018
12:45 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Pre-Conference Session: The Essentials of Economic Development
David Leckey, Executive Director, Orton Family Foundation; Aaron Brossoit, Co-founder, Golden Shovel
Agency; Garry Clark, Executive Director, Greater Fremont Development Council; Pat Merritt, Vice
President of Community & Economic Development, Georgia Electric Membership Corporation; Eric
Philips, Marysville/Union County Economic Development Director
Research supports when communities equally invest in the three essentials areas of Community
Development, Economic Development, and Leadership Development they experience vibrant economies
and manageable growth. Participants will hear directly from experts in each of the three essential areas
and learn concrete ideas, best practices, and resources to immediately take back and enhance local
efforts. There will time for participants to share ideas and resources from their home states if they wish to
do so.
Community Development is a locally-driven inclusive effort to assess issues, identify solutions,
form a unified vision, and develop a plan for the future of the community.
David Leckey, Executive Director of Orton Family Foundation out of Burlington,
Vermont. Before joining Orton, he served as the Executive Vice President of Dane
Technologies and President of its subsidiary, LEVO USA—a combined $20 million
company he helped found. A steadfast believer in the wisdom of local people, Leckey
launched rural programs for business development, job creation, and revitalization in his
roles as a nonprofit and state government executive.
Economic Development focuses on developing and marketing the community’s people and
product.
Aaron Brossoit is a co-founder of Golden Shovel Agency in Santa Cruz, California. He
has worked with hundreds of communities all across the country with their business
attraction, retention and workforce marketing and strategies. Brossoit was recently a board
member for the Mid-America Economic Development Council and is a frequent presenter
at state and regional economic development.
Garry Clark is the Executive Director of the Greater Fremont Development Council
in Nebraska. He has experience as the NIFA Opportunity Fund Manager out of the
Omaha and Lincoln offices and served as Cuming County Economic Development
Director in Northeast Nebraska. Clark served as Northeast Development Network
Chair with NREDA. He has a BA in Sociology from Dana College, Blair, N.E. and a
Master of Science in Urban Studies/Public Administration from the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
Eric Phillips has served as the Marysville/Union County Economic Development
Director since February 2001. In this role, he also serves as the Executive Director of
the Community Improvement Corporation and the Marysville-Union County Port
Authority. Mr. Phillips is also involved in many regional organizations including the MidOhio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) serving as Past Chair, Columbus 2020
Board of Directors serving as Secretary, and the Mid-Ohio Development Exchange
(MODE) Board of Directors (Past President) serving as the Regional Economic Development
Representative. In 2014, MORPC acknowledged his regional leadership recognizing him with the William
H. Anderson Award for outstanding Board leadership. Mr. Phillips has led or closely involved with various

Page 1 of 8
2018 NREDA Annual Conference Speaker and Session Descriptions

2018 NREDA Annual Conference
November 7–9, 2018
Connecting Rural America
Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Speaker and Session Descriptions
programs and projects including two revisions to the community economic development strategy,
adoption of a county-wide economic development incentive policy, development of a bikeway plan,
development of the 33 Innovation Park, procurement of a state approved jobs ready site and a certified
site, various grant awards exceeding $30M, implementation of a county-wide workforce strategy, and
working closely with companies in the attraction and retention of jobs, payroll and investment. Mr. Phillips
has played a key role in the development and implementation of the 33 Smart Mobility Project. The goal
of this project is to create one of the most advanced proving grounds for connected and autonomous
vehicles that will include on-the-road and off-the-road testing in rural, exurban, suburban, and urban
settings. Nearly $100M has been committed by public and private sources to make this project a reality.
Mr. Phillips earned his undergraduate degree from Muskingum University, and a Master in City and
Regional Planning and a Master of Art in Public Policy and Management from The Ohio State University.
Leadership Development supports and enhances existing leaders to be collaborative and up-todate on trends as well as growing the next generation of leaders.
Pat Merritt, Vice President of Community & Economic Development with Georgia Electric
Membership Corporation has worked with electric co-ops since 1986 and is responsible
for the creation of the Georgia Academy for Economic Development, a statewide
leadership course that has educated more than 7,000 local leaders on community and
economic development best practices. She has served in leadership roles with Georgia
Economic Developers Association and National Rural Economic Developers Association.
Merritt and her husband Buz live in Stone Mountain, Georgia.
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
Key Note Speaker: Sorry Rural America, There is no Infrastructure Santa Claus
Chris Lloyd, Senior Vice President, McGuireWoods Consulting LLC
The failure to agree on a comprehensive federal infrastructure strategy program means that money that
once flowed to rural America for infrastructure is drying up. But that doesn’t mean the death of rural
America. Learn about how communities are forming partnerships to build roads, utilities, and install
broadband to grow their economies and other efforts to attract new jobs and investments in a changing
economic landscape.
Chris Lloyd leads the McGuireWoods Consulting infrastructure and economic
development team where he specializes in site selection and economic development
incentives negotiations. Chris has also worked closely with clients on numerous publicprivate partnership projects for transportation and other infrastructure as well as playing a
leading role in the development and passage of Virginia's public-private partnership laws.
These statutes have since become model legislation for use in other states. As a result of
this work, Chris has become a frequent speaker on economic development policy issues
and public private partnership projects around the country. Prior to joining McGuireWoods Consulting,
Chris served for nearly five years in the Office of the Secretary of Commerce and Trade under Virginia
Governors Allen and Wilder. In this position, he was responsible for legislative, budgetary, and regulatory
coordination and development for the fifteen agencies within that Secretariat which oversees the state's
economic development programs. Chris graduated from the College of William & Mary in 1993. He lives
in Richmond with his wife, Megan, and children, Ryan and Meredith.
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Thursday, November 8, 2018
8:15 a.m.–8:45 a.m.
Welcome & Remarks –Anne Hazlett, Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development
Anne Hazlett serves as the Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development at the
United States Department of Agriculture. An Indiana native, she has a deep and lifelong
passion for rural America, small towns and the people who call them home.
Anne has worked on agriculture and rural issues for over fifteen years. Serving as legal
counsel for the Agriculture Committees in both the U.S. House and Senate, Anne has
been an advocate for rural communities on many issues important to rural America from
Farm Bill legislation to broadband and nutrition programs. In addition to her service on
Capitol Hill, Anne also served as Director of Agriculture for her home state of Indiana
and Chief of Staff for Indiana Lt. Governor Becky Skillman. In these key leadership roles, she worked to
ensure that Indiana’s agriculture industry and rural business sector were a significant part of the state’s
economic revitalization. At USDA, Anne is leading the Rural Development mission area to create an
environment for rural prosperity, from greater access to broadband connectivity and medical care to
workforce training through distance learning. In this work, she is particularly passionate about helping
families and community leaders touched by the opioid epidemic find hope and partnership in building a
brighter future. Hazlett is a graduate of Kansas State University and the Indiana University School of Law.
She also holds a masters degree in agricultural law from the University of Arkansas.
8:45 a.m.–9:45 a.m.
General Session: Bringing Connectedness to the Disconnected
Brent Comstock, Bcom Solutions, LLC
Brent Comstock will share his nationally-recognized keynote speech on the topics of entrepreneurship,
rural engagement, and bringing digital solutions to the most unique of places: rural America, Baltic region
in Europe, and down-ballot politics.
Brent Comstock is an entrepreneur, rural economic developer, venture capitalist and
keynote speaker. Since the age of 12, Brent has served as founder and CEO of the
nationally recognized company, BCom Solutions. In this role, Brent has served as the
senior digital adviser for local, state, and national political campaigns, and billion-dollar
fundraising initiatives. He is a nationally-recognized key leader for using broadband to
connect rural America. He used his company’s success as a platform to dive deeper
into rural entrepreneurship with the development of the Rural Impact Hub — a place for
rural community organizations to partner together and collaborate ways to support and strengthen rural
America. More recently Brent serves as principal of the venture capital fund, Change Ventures, that
invests in early stage Baltic-region start-ups. Brent is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and Duke University where he was a Robertson Scholar.
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10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
General Session: Peer to Peer Industry Discussion Groups
Moderator, Linda Salmonson, Economic Development Manager, East River Electric Power Co-op
In this engaging session, you join with a group of your peers to interact and discuss your economic
development challenges and needs; come up with solutions; and share your successes.
Linda Salmonson serves as Economic Development Manager at East River Electric
Power Cooperative where she provides economic development support for 21
consumer-owned, electric distribution systems in eastern SD and western MN and as a
manager of Rural Electric Economic Development, Inc. (REED Fund), a non-profit CDFI,
comprised of 25 electric cooperatives, that offers community and business development
gap financing in SD and western MN. During her career, Linda has helped organize and
raise funds for a number of non-profit entities and projects, and participated in or
facilitated a variety of community and economic development activities. Linda’s energy for rural
development comes from working to help people in small businesses and small towns succeed. Linda
has a degree in Business Economics from South Dakota State University, is a certified Economic
Development Finance Professional and graduate of the University of Oklahoma’s Economic Development
Institute. She chairs Dakota’s America, LLP, a Community Development Entity delivering New Markets
Tax Credits to a national service territory; and is a board member of National Association of Development
Organizations (NADO), Washington, DC; Midwest Assistance Program (MAP), a member of the RCAP
Network serving nine upper Midwest states, Marysville, MO; Inter-Lakes Community Action Partnership,
Madison, SD, serving 14 SD counties; Lake Area Improvement Corporation, Madison, SD; and the
Strategic Advisory Council at Lake Area Technical Institute, Watertown, SD.
11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Breakout Session
Retail as an Economic Catalyst
Lacy Beasley, Retail Strategies
Traditional thinking in economic development is to secure the high paying jobs and let the retail take care
of itself. Main stream media continues to promote the idea that e-commerce will be the death of brickand-mortar retail growth. This session will challenge the audience with supporting evidence that these
assumptions may not be true today. Retail IS economic development. A large number of stores opening
new location focus on rural communities. Come hear tips and tricks for best practices in retail recruitment.
Lacy Beasley serves as President & COO of Retail Strategies. She has been involved in
retail real estate since 2005. Her experience with The Shopping Center Group and the
Dickson County Chamber of Commerce prior to joining Retail Strategies provides her with
the insight to understand the connections needed from the public and private side of the
conversation. A graduate of Lipscomb University, she earned her double major in Marketing
and Management. Beasley is the ICSC TN GR Chair. Previously she held the P3 Retail
Private Sector Chair and has served on committees with CCIM, EDAA, and multiple ICSC
planning committees. Her articles have been published in Shopping Centers Today, Site Selection
Magazine and AL Retail Federation. She has spoken on retail trends and best practices in retail recruitment
at approximately 100 events. These include ICSC events, RECon Educational Session, American
Association of Retirement Communities, American Public Power Association, Tennessee Valley Authority,
ElectriCities of NC, Georgia Power, Southeastern Economic Development Council and state-wide economic
development and municipal associations in Canada, AZ, LA, OK, TN, TX, AL, MS, KY and GA.
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2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Breakout Session
Getting Traction in the Workforce
Aaron Brossoit, Partner, VP Business Dev., Golden Shovel Agency
The successful attraction and retention of talented people determines which communities’ businesses will
survive and thrive in. In this presentation, we will show how successful strategies combine aspirational
storytelling with social media and sophisticated tracking technologies. We will also explore best practices
using LinkedIn and Facebook with examples and case studies.
Aaron Brossoit is CEO at Golden Shovel Agency, specializing in communications
for economic development. Aaron has over 12 years’ experience in economic
development markets and has developed cutting-edge interactive work for hundreds
of communities all across the country. He has worked with hundreds of communities
all across the country focusing on their business attraction, retention and workforce
marketing and strategies. Aaron was a recent board member for the Mid-America
Economic
Development Council and on the communications committee for the National Rural Economic
Development Association.
11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Breakout Session
2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Breakout Session
Site Selectors Guild: Disruptions in Energy (Topic repeated at the 2:00 p.m. session)
Chris Lloyd, Senior Vice President, McGuireWoods Consulting LLC;
Don Schjeldahl, Principal, DSG Advisors The Don Schjeldahl Group; and
Mark Williams, President, Strategic Development Group, Inc.
Site Selectors Guild members discuss the top disruptive issues in the energy market today.
3:15 p.m.–4:45 p.m.
General Session
Site Selector Panel: Site Selection Consultants and You – Making the Most of the Relationship
Chris Lloyd, Senior Vice President, McGuireWoods Consulting LLC;
Don Schjeldahl, Principal, DSG Advisors The Don Schjeldahl Group; and
Mark Williams, President, Strategic Development Group, Inc.
Site Selectors Guild members answer your questions - including topics about the site selection process,
top location drivers, industry trends, how to make your community attractive for business investment, and
more!
Chris Lloyd leads the McGuireWoods Consulting infrastructure and economic
development team where he specializes in site selection and economic development
incentives negotiations. Chris has also worked closely with clients on numerous publicprivate partnership projects for transportation and other infrastructure as well as playing a
leading role in the development and passage of Virginia's public-private partnership laws.
These statutes have since become model legislation for use in other states. As a result of
this work, Chris has become a frequent speaker on economic development policy issues
and public private partnership projects around the country. Prior to joining McGuireWoods
Consulting, Chris served for nearly five years in the Office of the Secretary of Commerce and Trade under
Virginia Governors Allen and Wilder. In this position, he was responsible for legislative, budgetary, and
regulatory coordination and development for the fifteen agencies within that Secretariat which oversees
the state's economic development programs. Chris graduated from the College of William & Mary in 1993.
He lives in Richmond with his wife, Megan, and children, Ryan and Meredith.
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The DonSchjeldahlGroup is a consulting platform that harnesses expertise in corporate
location selection and economic development best practices. With more than 30 years’
experience in corporate consulting Group founder Don Schjeldahl is a leading expert in
corporate location strategy and community/property selection for manufacturing and
specialized industrial facilities. Schjeldahl is a founding member of the Site Selectors
Guild and of the Competitive Ready consulting consortium. Mr. Schjeldahl left The
Austin Company in March 2012 after 27 years to form the DonSchjeldahlGroup. At
Austin Schjeldahl performed or directed more than 300 location strategy assignments for manufacturing
plants, distribution centers, aviation facilities, research and development centers, newspaper plants,
broadcast studios and information processing centers. His work included evaluation of labor markets,
supply chain, real estate, community attributes, tax structure, and incentive programs. He has worked in
urban centers and rural areas throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico, United Kingdom and
Europe. Schjeldahl left The Austin Company as vice president of renewable energy strategies, where he
led company efforts to develop new markets around the new energy economy, including the
manufacturing and deployment of renewable energy and energy efficiency systems. Mr. Schjeldahl is also
working with Sierra Nevada Brewing on the construction of a new 600,000 barrel per year brewery in
western North Carolina. Among Don’s duties is to advance Sierra Nevada’s programs for sustainability,
energy efficiency and renewable energy that are now well established at the Chico plant. An Austin
Company project team, led by Schjeldahl, worked with Sierra Nevada management for more than a year
to find the best location for Sierra Nevada’s eastern U.S. brewery. Mills River, located 12 miles south of
Asheville, was selected as the location for the $110 million facility. The Asheville region was selected in
part because of the region’s long tradition for community sustainability and environmental programs,
tenets important to Sierra Nevada.
Mark Williams is Strategic Development Group, Inc.’s (“SDG”) President. SDG is a
fully-staffed business-consulting firm founded in February 1999 that provides a variety
of site selection and location incentive negotiation services designed to enhance
operational performance and produce significant cost savings to medium and large
corporations and their suppliers during the site selection process. SDG has completed
highly successful site location projects with major U.S. corporations and multi-national
corporations based in Europe and Asia including Bridgestone, British Petroleum (BP),
ASMO, Tupperware, JTEKT, and Commercial Metals Corporation. During the last three years the firm has
sited projects with capital investments valued at over $1.6 billion. Mr. Williams previously served as Chief
Development Officer for the South Carolina Department of Commerce. In this position, he directed South
Carolina’s domestic and global business recruitment activities, including the operation of Commerce’s
international offices in Frankfurt, Germany and Tokyo, Japan. Mr. Williams is nationally recognized as an
expert economic developer. He has earned the professional designations of Certified Economic
Developer (CED) and Certified Economic Development Finance Professional (EDFP) and chaired the
former American Economic Development Council’s Certification Board, which certified professional
economic developers in the United States and Canada. Mr. Williams is a board member and treasurer of
the Site Selector’s Guild which is a professional association comprised of the world’s most respected site
selection consultants. He has also been named as “One of the Top 10 Site Consultants that know the
South Best” and “One of the Top 3 Site Consultants in South Carolina” by Southern Business and
Development magazine. He has also been awarded the Order of the Palmetto, the highest honor that can
be given to a South Carolina citizen, for his success in economic development during the 1990’s.
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Friday, November 9, 2018
8:30 a.m.–9:30 a.m.
General Session: Courage Through Chaos
Aimee Copeland
In May of 2012 I contracted flesh eating bacteria after falling from a homemade zip line. Against all odds
and medical knowledge, through faith, determination, and love, I survived this insidious disease after four
months in the hospital and the amputation of all four of my limbs.
Since then, I have become a community advocate, earned two Master's degrees, began practicing
psychotherapy, and launched a nonprofit organization. In addition to my highly sought after motivational
speaking, I am now writing a book that details my experience of resilience in the face of tragedy.
Over the past six years I have discovered that all obstacles in life can be viewed as tests of spirit and
strength. I use anecdotes from my personal life that range from hilarious to heartbreaking to demonstrate
that we often take things for granted, leading us to suffering. On the other hand, gratitude brings joy. We
use excuses and give up, when in reality grit and determination allow the accomplishment of any goal, no
matter how impossible it may seem. Finally, we believe we know all the answers when surrendering with
a spirit of faith is the only way to live fruitfully.
This message inspires audiences to strive toward their own success and happiness with newfound hope
and encourages people from all backgrounds and walks of life to meet any situation as their best self. My
passion and enthusiasm for life are both palpable and contagious. I hope to infect the audience with this
same energy using my story of overcoming the impossible and thriving in the face of tragedy.
Aimee Copeland is a 30-year-old necrotizing fasciitis survivor and quadruple
amputee. She serves on the Board of Directors of Friends of Disabled Adults and
Children and Tools for Life, nonprofit organizations devoted to helping people with
disabilities. She also acts as CEO of Aimee Copeland Foundation, a 501(c)3
organization she launched in 2017. Aimee has earned a Bachelor of Science in
psychology from the University of Georgia, a Master of Arts in psychology from the
University of West Georgia, and a Master of Social Work from Valdosta State
University. In addition to her work as a motivational speaker and author, she
practices individual psychotherapy in Atlanta as a Licensed Master of Social Work.
10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
General Session: Cooperatives, Community Development and Connectivity: The R-S Fiber
Cooperative Story.
Tim Herwig, Office of the Comptroller of the Currency
Representative TBD with the Renville Sibley Cooperative Power Association; and
Moderator Linda Salmonson, Economic Development Manager, East River Electric Power Co-op
Tim Herwig is a District Community Affairs Officer in the Central District of the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency, located in Chicago, Illinois. In this capacity he provides
community development outreach, training, and partnership development to national
banks and federal thrifts, training and technical support to examiners, and other outreach
services to organizations representing the interests of low- and moderate-income
individuals and communities. Tim has focused his work to the extent possible on rural
community and economic development in the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana. Prior
to joining the OCC, Tim was the Central Region Community Affairs Liaison with the Office of Thrift

Page 7 of 8
2018 NREDA Annual Conference Speaker and Session Descriptions

2018 NREDA Annual Conference
November 7–9, 2018
Connecting Rural America
Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Speaker and Session Descriptions
Supervision. He also served ten years as a Vice President of Community Affairs and CRA Officer for TCF
National Bank in Chicago. He has served on a variety of boards in Chicago including Neighborhood
Housing Services of Chicago, the Greater Southwest Development Corporation, and the Donors Forum.
Tim holds a B.A. from St. John's University in Collegeville, Minnesota and an M.A. from the University of
Virginia, both in English Literature.
Linda Salmonson serves as Economic Development Manager at East River Electric
Power Cooperative where she provides economic development support for 21
consumer-owned, electric distribution systems in eastern SD and western MN and as a
manager of Rural Electric Economic Development, Inc. (REED Fund), a non-profit CDFI,
comprised of 25 electric cooperatives, that offers community and business development
gap financing in SD and western MN. During her career, Linda has helped organize and
raise funds for a number of non-profit entities and projects, and participated in or
facilitated a variety of community and economic development activities. Linda’s energy for rural
development comes from working to help people in small businesses and small towns succeed. Linda
has a degree in Business Economics from South Dakota State University, is a certified Economic
Development Finance Professional and graduate of the University of Oklahoma’s Economic Development
Institute. She chairs Dakota’s America, LLP, a Community Development Entity delivering New Markets
Tax Credits to a national service territory; and is a board member of National Association of Development
Organizations (NADO), Washington, DC; Midwest Assistance Program (MAP), a member of the RCAP
Network serving nine upper Midwest states, Marysville, MO; Inter-Lakes Community Action Partnership,
Madison, SD, serving 14 SD counties; Lake Area Improvement Corporation, Madison, SD; and the
Strategic Advisory Council at Lake Area Technical Institute, Watertown, SD.
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